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 AN ACT Relating to the relationship of public employers and union 

dues and fees; and adding a new section to chapter 41.04 RCW. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON: 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  A new section is added to chapter 41.04 RCW 

to read as follows: 

 No public employer that is a county or municipal corporation, or 

any political subdivision of the state of Washington, including 

district and superior courts, may deduct labor organization dues or 

initiation fees from the salary, wages, or pay of any public employee.  

"Public employer" means any officer, board, commission, council, or 

other person or body acting on behalf of any public body enumerated 

above, or any subdivision of such public body.  The "public employer" 

of district court or superior court employees for wage-related matters 

is the respective county legislative authority, or person or body 

acting on behalf of the legislative authority, and the public employer 

for nonwage-related matters is the judge or judge's designee of the 

respective district court or superior court.  "Public employee" means 
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any employee of a public employer except any person (1) elected by 

popular vote; or (2) appointed to office pursuant to statute, 

ordinance, or resolution for a specified term of office as a member of 

a multimember board, commission, or committee, whether appointed by 

the executive head or body of the public employer; or (3) whose duties 

as deputy, administrative assistant, or secretary necessarily imply a 

confidential relationship to (a) the executive head or body of the 

applicable bargaining unit, or (b) any person elected by popular vote, 

or (c) any person appointed to office pursuant to statute, ordinance, 

or resolution for a specified term of office as a member of a 

multimember board, commission, or committee, whether appointed by the 

executive head or body of the public employer; or (4) who is a court 

commissioner or a court magistrate of superior court, district court, 

or a department of a district court organized under chapter 3.46 RCW; 

or (5) who is a personal assistant to a district court judge, superior 

court judge, or court commissioner. 

 


